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RESPONSE TO COMMENTS ON THE “COMBINED 

CDFW/USFWS/FWN RECOMMENDATION”  
 

 
 
The Yuba County Water Agency (YCWA), licensee for the Yuba River Development Project 
(YRDP), Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) Project No. 2246 (“Project”), has 
prepared this document in response to the comments, recommendations, and preliminary terms 
and conditions filed by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), the United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the Foothills Water Network (FWN). These entities have 
filed comments, recommendations, and preliminary terms and conditions on the suite of proposed 
actions on the lower Yuba River represented by: (1) YCWA’s Proposed Condition AR3, Maintain 
Minimum Streamflows at Narrows 2 Powerhouse and Narrows 2 Full Bypass; and (2) YCWA’s 
Proposed Condition AR9, Control Project Ramping and Flow Fluctuation Downstream of 
Englebright Dam, both of which are part of YCWA’s Final License Application that was filed with 
the FERC on April 21, 2014,  as amended on June 5, 2017. Numerous other actions have been 
proposed for the upper Yuba River Watershed that have the potential to affect flows and water 
temperatures in the lower Yuba River. For the combination of all proposed actions in both the 
upper watershed and the lower Yuba River, this response refers to the CDFW, USFWS, and FWN 
recommendations as the “Combined CDFW/USFWS/FWN Recommendation”, and comparisons 
are made to the corresponding suite of YCWA proposed conditions referred to herein as the 
Amended Final License Application (AFLA). 
 
The FERC should not include the CDFW and USFWS Section 10(j) flow conditions or the FWN’s 
Section 10(a) Recommendation I(A), referred to in this report as the “Combined 
CDFW/USFWS/FWN Recommendation,” in the new license for numerous compelling reasons. 
YCWA’s reasons why FERC should not include CDFW, FWS, and FWN recommendations for 
individual components of Conditions AR3 and AR9 are provided in YCWA’s responses to their 
recommended changes to Conditions AR3 and AR9. For comprehensiveness, those individual 
responses provided by YCWA are summarized herein and are fully described in YCWA’s 
responses to recommendations for Conditions AR3 and AR9. To support the information and 
evaluations presented in this report, YCWA conducted modeling to identify redirected impacts 
resulting from the entire suite of CDFW, USFWS, and FWN recommendations, which is different 
from the individual recommendations corresponding with AR3 and AR9. Consequently, all 
pertinent modeling results (both physical habitat and water temperature suitabilities) associated 
with specific species/run lifestages for the “Combined CDFW/USFWS/FWN Recommendation 
are presented in this report.  
 
At the request of YCWA, HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) and Stephen Grinnell, P.E. have prepared 
this technical report. 
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