
Attachment 8.2A
Boater Evaluation Form
 WHITEWATER BOATING STUDY – CONTROLLED FLOW RELEASE
Boater Evaluation Form
This questionnaire is organized in three sections:

Section 1—Contact information and characterization of your boating skills/experience.  (You will need to complete this section only once during the study.)  

Section 2a, 2b and 2c—Questions regarding your experience on each day’s run. (You will need to complete Section 2a after the first day’s run, Section 2b after the second day’s run, and Section 2c after the third day’s run (if needed).  Each of the sections are identical, except they are completed for a different target flow.  

Section 3—A comparative evaluation of different flows.  (You will need to complete this after all test flow events on this reach).

SECTION 1--BOATER BACKGROUND INFORMATION—(COMPLETE THIS SECTION ONLY ONCE)
1.   Name _________________________________________

2.   Affiliation _______________________________

3.   Home Address __________________________________

4.   Telephone _______________________________

5.   E-Mail Address _________________________________

6.   Preferred Craft ____________________________

7.   What is your age? ___________________________ years

8.   Gender (circle one):
Male

Female

9.   Please indicate your current boating skill level below. (circle one) 

a) Novice 

b) Intermediate

c) Advanced 

d) Expert 

e) Elite


10.  How many years have you been boating at this level? ___________ years



11.  In the past 3 years, how many days a month do you boat? ____________/month



12.  Have you ever participated in a hydro relicensing whitewater boating study before? (yes or no) _____________________



If yes, how many, when and for which hydro projects? _____________________________________________________

13.  How many times have you boated this run before today? ______ /year


If you have boated this run before (Leave blank if you have not boated the run before today.):

a) What were the flows? _____________________________ cfs
b) What type of craft(s) did you use?  _______________________________________________________________

14.  How long does it take you to get to this reach from your home?  ____________________


15.  Please respond to each of the following statements about your river-running preferences. (circle one response in each row)

	Statement
	Strongly Disagree
	Disagree
	No Opinion
	Agree
	Strongly Agree

	I prefer running rivers with difficult rapids (Class IV and V).
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Running challenging whitewater is the most important part of my boating trips.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	I often boat short river segments (under 4 miles) to take advantage of whitewater play areas.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	I often boat short river segments to experience a unique and interesting place.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	I often boat short river segments to run challenging rapids.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Good whitewater play areas are more important than challenging rapids.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	I am willing to tolerate difficult put-ins and portages in order to run interesting reaches of whitewater.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	I prefer boating rivers that feature large waves and powerful hydraulics.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	I prefer boating steep, technical rivers.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	I enjoy boating both technical and big water rivers.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


16.
Please list some of the whitewater runs in California you typically boat each year.  Also, indicate how often you boat these runs.

a) 
__________________________________; Trips per year on this reach (circle one)     

0-3
4-8
9-15
15+

b) 
__________________________________; Trips per year on this reach (circle one)
0-3
4-8
9-15
15+

c) 
__________________________________; Trips per year on this reach (circle one)
0-3
4-8
9-15
15+

d) 
__________________________________; Trips per year on this reach (circle one)
0-3
4-8
9-15
15+

e) 
__________________________________; Trips per year on this reach (circle one)     

0-3
4-8
9-15
15+

f) 
__________________________________; Trips per year on this reach (circle one)
0-3
4-8
9-15
15+

g) 
__________________________________; Trips per year on this reach (circle one)
0-3
4-8
9-15
15+

h) 
__________________________________; Trips per year on this reach (circle one)
0-3
4-8
9-15
15+

SECTION 2A - BOATER POST-RUN EVALUATION FORM (COMPLETE AFTER THE 1ST DAY’S Run)

	Name
______________________________ 
Date of Run: ___________

	Reach (circle one):  
a)  Our House Diversion Dam to Highway 49        b)  Highway 49 to Englebright Reservoir


1.
What was the target flow on this run?  _______ cfs, as measured at _______________________________ .
2.
What type of craft did you use for this run (circle one)?

	a.
	Hard shell kayak
	e.
	Cataraft (please indicate length: _____) 

	b.
	Inflatable kayak
	f. 
	Raft (please indicate length: _____)

	c.
	Closed deck canoe
	g.
	No craft: I road/trail-scouted this run

	d.
	Open canoe with floatation
	h.
	Other: (please explain) ______________________


3.
Please identify the put-in and take-out locations you used and estimate the time you put-in and took out on this run.

a)
Put-in location: ____________________
Time:
_______

b)
Take-out location: __________________
Time:  
_______

4.
About how many times did you stop and get out of your boat for breaks, or for scouting and portaging?

a)
About _____ times for breaks.

b)
About _____ times for scouting or portaging.

5.
Please estimate the total amount of time you spent out of your boat for breaks, or for scouting and portaging.

a)
About _____ minutes for breaks.

b)
About _____ minutes for scouting or portaging.

6.
In general, how would you rate the whitewater difficulty on this reach at this flow? ______ (Use the International Whitewater Scale that ranges from Class I to Class VI).

7.
Are you likely to return for future boating if today’s flow were to be provided? (circle one)


a) Definitely No

b) Possibly
c) Probably
d) Definitely Yes 

8.
Relative to today’s flow, would you prefer a flow that was higher or lower or was this optimum flow?

a) Much Lower

b) Lower
c) Higher
d) Much Higher      
e) Optimum

9.
Please respond to each of the following statements about the characteristics of this run at today’s flow. 

	Statement
	Strongly

Disagree
	Disagree
	No Opinion
	Agree
	Strongly

agree

	This reach is boatable at these flows. 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	This reach offers challenging and technical boating.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	This reach has nice water features such as waves and holes. 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	This reach has good play spots.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	This run offers good overall whitewater challenge
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	This is a safe run.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	This is an aesthetically pleasing run 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	This run is a good length 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	The portages on this run are not a problem
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	There are enough places to take a break or have lunch on this run.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


10.
If you feel qualified to offer an opinion of the boatability of this run at today’s flow using different types of crafts, please respond to the following statements. Leave blank if you do not have experience with a particular type of craft. (Circle one number for each type of craft)

.
	This run at this flow would work well for:
	Strongly Disagree
	Disagree
	No   Opinion
	Agree
	Strongly

agree

	Kayaks
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Rafts
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Catarafts
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Open Canoes
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Inflatable Kayaks
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


11. Please estimate the number of hits, stops, boat drags, and portages you had on this run. 

a)
I hit rocks or other obstacles (but did not stop) about ____ times.

b)
I was stopped after hitting rocks or other obstacles about _____ times (but did not have to get out of my boat to continue downstream).

c)
I had to get out to drag or pull my boat off rocks or other obstacles about _____ times.

d)
I had to portage around unrunnable rapids, log jams, or other sections about _____ times.

12. Please identify particularly challenging rapids or sections and rate their difficulty at this flow (using the International Whitewater Scale). Also note if you portaged any of these rapids.

	Location (Name or site)
	Rating

(Whitewater Scale of Difficulty)
	Portage?

(Yes or No)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


13.
If you portaged any portion of the run, please identify rapids or sections you chose to portage and rate the difficulty of those portages (using your type of craft at this flow level).


	Location
	Easy
	Slightly

 Difficult
	Moderately Difficult
	Extremely

Difficult

	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


14.
Did you observe or experience any significant safety issues on your run today (swims, pins, wrapped boats, man-made or natural river features etc.?   Please explain.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

15.
Please provide any comments about your boating experience today on the river reach.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SECTION 2B - BOATER POST-RUN EVALUATION FORM (COMPLETE AFTER THE 2ND DAY’S RUN)

	Name
______________________________ 
Date of Run: ___________

	Reach (circle one):  
a)  Our House Diversion Dam to Highway 49        b)  Highway 49 to Englebright Reservoir


1.
What was the target flow on this run?  _______ cfs, as measured at _______________________________ .
2.
What type of craft did you use for this run (circle one)?

	a.
	Hard shell kayak
	e.
	Cataraft (please indicate length: _____) 

	b.
	Inflatable kayak
	f. 
	Raft (please indicate length: _____)

	c.
	Closed deck canoe
	g.
	No craft: I road/trail-scouted this run

	d.
	Open canoe with floatation
	h.
	Other: (please explain) ______________________


3.
Please identify the put-in and take-out locations you used and estimate the time you put-in and took out on this run.

a)
Put-in location: ____________________
Time:
_______

b)
Take-out location: __________________
Time:  
_______

4.
About how many times did you stop and get out of your boat for breaks, or for scouting and portaging?

a)
About _____ times for breaks.

b)
About _____ times for scouting or portaging.

5.
Please estimate the total amount of time you spent out of your boat for breaks, or for scouting and portaging.

a)
About _____ minutes for breaks.

b)
About _____ minutes for scouting or portaging.

6.
In general, how would you rate the whitewater difficulty on this reach at this flow? ______ (Use the International Whitewater Scale that ranges from Class I to Class VI).

7.
Are you likely to return for future boating if today’s flow were to be provided? (circle one)


a) Definitely No

b) Possibly
c) Probably
d) Definitely Yes 

8.
Relative to today’s flow, would you prefer a flow that was higher or lower or was this optimum flow?

a) Much Lower

b) Lower
c) Higher
d) Much Higher      
e) Optimum

9.
Please respond to each of the following statements about the characteristics of this run at today’s flow. 

	Statement
	Strongly

Disagree
	Disagree
	No Opinion
	Agree
	Strongly

agree

	This reach is boatable at these flows. 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	This reach offers challenging and technical boating.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	This reach has nice water features such as waves and holes. 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	This reach has good play spots.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	This run offers good overall whitewater challenge
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	This is a safe run.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	This is an aesthetically pleasing run 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	This run is a good length 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	The portages on this run are not a problem
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	There are enough places to take a break or have lunch on this run.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


10.
If you feel qualified to offer an opinion of the boatability of this run at today’s flow using different types of crafts, please respond to the following statements. Leave blank if you do not have experience with a particular type of craft. (Circle one number for each type of craft)

.
	This run at this flow would work well for:
	Strongly Disagree
	Disagree
	No   Opinion
	Agree
	Strongly

agree

	Kayaks
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Rafts
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Catarafts
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Open Canoes
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Inflatable Kayaks
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


13. Please estimate the number of hits, stops, boat drags, and portages you had on this run. 

a)
I hit rocks or other obstacles (but did not stop) about ____ times.

b)
I was stopped after hitting rocks or other obstacles about _____ times (but did not have to get out of my boat to continue downstream).

c)
I had to get out to drag or pull my boat off rocks or other obstacles about _____ times.

d)
I had to portage around unrunnable rapids, log jams, or other sections about _____ times.

14. Please identify particularly challenging rapids or sections and rate their difficulty at this flow (using the International Whitewater Scale). Also note if you portaged any of these rapids.

	Location (Name or site)
	Rating

(Whitewater Scale of Difficulty)
	Portage?

(Yes or No)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


13.
If you portaged any portion of the run, please identify rapids or sections you chose to portage and rate the difficulty of those portages (using your type of craft at this flow level).


	Location
	Easy
	Slightly

 Difficult
	Moderately Difficult
	Extremely

Difficult

	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


14.
Did you observe or experience any significant safety issues on your run today (swims, pins, wrapped boats, man-made or natural river features etc.?   Please explain.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

15.
Please provide any comments about your boating experience today on the river reach.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SECTION 2C - BOATER POST-RUN EVALUATION FORM (COMPLETE AFTER THE 3RD DAY’S RUN)

	Name
______________________________ 
Date of Run: ___________

	Reach (circle one):  
a)  Our House Diversion Dam to Highway 49        b)  Highway 49 to Englebright Reservoir


1.
What was the target flow on this run?  _______ cfs, as measured at _______________________

2.
What type of craft did you use for this run (circle one)?

	a.
	Hard shell kayak
	e.
	Cataraft (please indicate length: _____) 

	b.
	Inflatable kayak
	f. 
	Raft (please indicate length: _____)

	c.
	Closed deck canoe
	g.
	No craft: I road/trail-scouted this run

	d.
	Open canoe with floatation
	h.
	Other: (please explain) ______________________


3.
Please identify the put-in and take-out locations you used and estimate the time you put-in and took out on this run.

a)
Put-in location: ____________________
Time:
_______

b)
Take-out location: __________________
Time:  
_______

4.
About how many times did you stop and get out of your boat for breaks, or for scouting and portaging?

a)
About _____ times for breaks.

b)
About _____ times for scouting or portaging.

5.
Please estimate the total amount of time you spent out of your boat for breaks, or for scouting and portaging.

a)
About _____ minutes for breaks.

b)
About _____ minutes for scouting or portaging.

6.
In general, how would you rate the whitewater difficulty on this reach at this flow?  (Use the International Whitewater Scale that ranges from Class I to Class VI). _____

7.
Are you likely to return for future boating if today’s flow were to be provided? (circle one)


a) Definitely No

b) Possibly
c) Probably
d) Definitely Yes 

8.
Relative to today’s flow, would you prefer a flow that was higher or lower or was this optimum flow?

a) Much Lower

b) Lower
c) Higher
d) Much Higher      
e) Optimum

9.
Please respond to each of the following statements about the characteristics of this run at today’s flow. 

	Statement
	Strongly

Disagree
	Disagree
	No Opinion
	Agree
	Strongly

agree

	This reach is boatable at these flows. 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	This reach offers challenging and technical boating.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	This reach has nice water features such as waves and holes. 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	This reach has good play spots.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	This run offers good overall whitewater challenge
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	This is a safe run.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	This is an aesthetically pleasing run 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	This run is a good length 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	The portages on this run are not a problem
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	There are enough places to take a break or have lunch on this run.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


10.
If you feel qualified to offer an opinion of the boatability of this run at today’s flow using different types of crafts, please respond to the following statements. Leave blank if you do not have experience with a particular type of craft. (Circle one number for each type of craft)

.
	This run at this flow would work well for:
	Strongly Disagree
	Disagree
	No   Opinion
	Agree
	Strongly

agree

	Kayaks
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Rafts
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Catarafts
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Open Canoes
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Inflatable Kayaks
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


15. Please estimate the number of hits, stops, boat drags, and portages you had on this run. 

a)
I hit rocks or other obstacles (but did not stop) about ____ times.

b)
I was stopped after hitting rocks or other obstacles about _____ times (but did not have to get out of my boat to continue downstream).

c)
I had to get out to drag or pull my boat off rocks or other obstacles about _____ times.

d)
I had to portage around unrunnable rapids, log jams, or other sections about _____ times.

16. Please identify particularly challenging rapids or sections and rate their difficulty at this flow (using the International Whitewater Scale). Also note if you portaged any of these rapids.

	Location (Name or site)
	Rating

(Whitewater Scale of Difficulty)
	Portage?

(Yes or No)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


13.
If you portaged any portion of the run, please identify rapids or sections you chose to portage and rate the difficulty of those portages (using your type of craft at this flow level).


	Location
	Easy
	Slightly

 Difficult
	Moderately Difficult
	Extremely

Difficult

	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


14.
Did you observe or experience any significant safety issues on your run today (swims, pins, wrapped boats, man-made or natural river features etc.?   Please explain.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

15.
Please provide any comments about your boating experience today on the river reach.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SECTION 3—COMPARATIVE EVALUATION FORM  (COMPLETE AFTER LAST TEST FLOW EVENT)

	Name
______________________________ 
Date of Run: ___________

	Reach (circle one):  
a)  Our House Diversion Dam to Highway 49        b)  Highway 49 to Englebright Reservoir


1. Please evaluate the following flows for your craft and skill level.  In making your evaluations, please consider all the flow-dependent characteristics that contribute to a high quality trip (e.g., boatability, whitewater challenge, safety, availability of surfing or other play areas, aesthetics, and rate of travel).  In the first row, place a check in each box to indicate a flow level for which you do not feel comfortable making this evaluation.

	River Reach
	150
cfs
	200

cfs
	250

cfs
	300

cfs
	350

cfs
	400

cfs
	450

cfs
	500

cfs
	750
cfs
	1,000 cfs

	Cannot Estimate At This Flow
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Totally Acceptable
	5
	5
	5
	5
	5
	5
	5
	5
	5
	5

	Acceptable
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4

	Marginal
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3

	Unacceptable
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2

	Totally Unacceptable
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1


2.
Based on your boating trips on this reach, please answer the following questions. (Note: you can specify flows that you have not seen, but which you would predict based on your experience.) 

	Controlled Flow Release Reach
	Flow in cfs

	a)   What is the lowest flow you need to simply get down the river in your craft?
	

	b)   What is the lowest flow that provides a quality technical boating experience for this reach?
	

	c)   What is the optimal range of flows that provides the best whitewater characteristics for this run?
	
	to
	

	d)   What do you feel the highest safe flow for your craft and skill level?
	


3.
Based on your boating trips on this reach and if the flows in your optimum range (Question 2, row c) were provided, how often you would return to this run. (Circle one)

a) Never       b) Once every year       c) Multiple times every year       d) Once every few years      e) As often as I could

4.
Based on your boating trips on this reach and at the flows in your optimum boating range (Question 2, row c), to which established boating runs in California do you feel the Controlled Flow Release Reach is most similar?  (Please insert name of run, river, when it is commonly run, and what you believe is the optimum flow range for boating that run.)

a) Run/river: 

Season: 

Optimal Flow: 


b) Run/river: 

Season: 

Optimal Flow: 


c) Run/river: 

Season: 

Optimal Flow: 


d) Run/river: 

Season: 

Optimal Flow: 


5.
Compared to the runs you listed above, how would you rate boating opportunities on the Controlled Flow Release Reach at the flows in your optimum boating range (Question 2, row c). (circle one number for each; if you are unsure about a comparison, leave that item blank).

	Other Reach:
	Compared to the reach at left, the Controlled Flow Release Reach is…

	
	…Much Worse
	…Worse
	…About the Same
	…Better
	…Much Better

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


6.
Based on your boating trips on this reach and if the flows were provided in your optimum range (Question 2, row c), which run(s) that you normally make now WOULD YOU NOT DO in favor of running the Controlled Flow Release Reach and why? (circle one and if you select “b”, then please fill-in the other runs and why)

a) I Wouldn’t Favor This Run Over Other Runs I Make Now 

b) I Would Make This Run Instead of the Following Runs I Do Now: 

i. Other Run:

Why?

ii. Other Run:

Why?


iii. Other Run:

Why?


iv. Other Run:

Why?


7.
Please respond to the following statements about the non-whitewater characteristics of the Controlled Flow Release Reach at the flows in your optimum boating range (Question 2, row c).

	Statement
	Strongly Disagree
	Disagree
	No Opinion
	Agree
	Strongly

Agree

	Length of Shuttle is not a problem.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	The put-in for this run is good.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	The take-out for this run is good.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	The total shuttle to boating ratio on this run is good.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


8.
If you have any suggestions for improving the access or shuttle for this run please describe these improvements below.

a) 


b)  


c)  


d)  


e)  

9.
Please provide any comments about your overall boating experience on Controlled Flow Release Reach below.

THANK YOU FOR ASSISTANCE.

THIS COMPLETES THE QUESTIONNAIRE.

